
Donald E. Merritt
September 28, 1932 - December 26, 2024

Donald Merritt was born on September 28, 1932 in Greenwich, Connecticut to
George and Isabelle Merritt. He was educated in the public schools. He
served his country with distinction on the front lines of the Korean War. He
was a recipient of the Purple Heart. 

 

Donald worked over thirty years for the US Postal Service. It was during his
tenure with the postal service that he met his wife, Tanya, who also worked
there. 

 

Donald enjoyed his large family. He particularly loved Tanya’s good cooking.
He is remembered as an attentive and devoted father by his children and a
good stepfather by his stepchildren. He was a man of few words who wouldn’t
complain if he was hurting. Donald was calm, easygoing, never angry and not
known to utter a cross word. He enjoyed all sports, especially the NY Giants
and boxing. 

 

Donald passed away peacefully on December 26, 2024, at the age of 92, due
to heart failure. He is survived by his beloved wife, Tanya Merritt; his ex-wife,
Neater Mae Merritt, his children: Hershella Merritt of Bridgeport; Donald
Merritt, Jr., Patricia Ann Merritt, Lorraine Isabelle Merritt, all of Stamford;
Kenneth Merritt (Marjorie) of Bridgeport; his brother William Merritt (Ora) of
Statesville, NC; 15 grandchildren, and 21 great-grandchildren, several nieces



and nephews. He is also survived by his best friend, Vinnie Harrison. He was
predeceased by both parents, brothers Wesley Merritt and Leonard Merritt, his
sister, Olivia French, and his daughter, Arlene Olivia Merritt. 

 

Donald was also a loving stepfather to Gina Smith, Dorothy Saunders, Derek
Saunders (deceased), and Sonya Saunders (deceased). In his last years,
Donald was lovingly cared for by his step-granddaughter, Tracina Garner, and
by his friend, Jackie Person, who were with him every step of the way until his
final hours. Donald will be deeply missed by all who knew and loved him. 

 

Visitation will be held on Saturday, January 4th from 10am – 11am at
Stamford Church of Christ, 1264 High Ridge, Stamford, CT, a funeral service
will be held following visitation at the Church at 11am. 

 

If you wish to make an online remembrance for the family, you may sign the
family guestbook at www.bosakfuneralhome.com or www.facebook.com/bosa
kfuneralhome.



Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 4. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Church of Christ
1264 High Ridge Road
Stamford, CT 06903

Funeral Service

JAN 4. 11:00 AM (ET)

Church of Christ
1264 High Ridge Road
Stamford, CT 06903
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Bridget W Hall - February 04, 2025 at 05:07 PM

To the Merritt Family-
  

So sorry to hear Mr. Donald. My condolences
and prayers for the family. 
 
Bridget Wilson Hall and family

 Stratford, CT

James Homer - January 17, 2025 at 12:50 AM

May God's presence and your fond memories
comfort and keep you all.

Willie & Henry Wheeler - January 04, 2025 at 09:20 PM

Willie & Henry Wheeler lit a candle in memory
of Donald E. Merritt
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Theresa Williams - January 04, 2025 at 12:49 PM

My heartfelt condolences goes out to Ms Tanya Bagley Merritt who
was a long-time friend of my Mom the late Mamie Williams and to
the Entire Merritt and Saunders/Smith Family.Mr Donald was a soft
spoken Man but when he did speak always had very kind words to
say. He was also a fan of my Mom chicken and rice, which he loved
very much. Take your rest Mr Donald and know that you were loved
Theresa Williams and The Williams Family 🦋

Blondell W. King - January 03, 2025 at 03:54 PM

Blondell W. King lit a candle in memory of
Donald E. Merritt
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Blondell W. King - January 03, 2025 at 04:37 PM

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted (Matthew
5:4). Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding. In all your ways submit to him, and he will make your
paths straight (Proverbs 3:5-6). My deepest sympathy! Love and
prayers to Tanya and the Merritt family.

Addie Moody - Greensboro, NC - January 03, 2025 at 12:57 PM

My condolences and prayers to Tanya and the Merritt family during
this time of your loss. Donald was called from labor to reward and
he will be missed.


