Jamel Kareem Sawyer
April 3, 1990 - February 27, 2020

Jamel Kareem Sawyer aka “1stclassmel’- 29, earned his angel's wings
peacefully on February 27, 2020. His passing was untimely for all of us, but he
fought as long and hard as he could. Despite his health challenges for the
past 10 years, he remained positive and worked at making sure that everyone
that was fortunate enough to be in his presence or touched by him was left
smiling and feeling good about themselves.

Jamel was born on April 3, 1990 to the late Melvin Sawyer Jr. and Darlene
Leggette in Brooklyn, New York. He moved to Stamford, CT at the age of 5 to
live with his big sister and set on a path to make everyone he met become a
fan because of his energy and the awesome smile on his face. Mel attended
Stamford Public Schools and was introduced to playing football by his brother-
in-law at 8 years old. He also played Stamford Youth and AAU basketball, but
by the time he got to Cloonan Middle School his passion for football began to
take shape. Jamel went on to attend Stamford High School and was a Black
Knight running back for 4 years. He then took his talents to Mount Ida College
in Massachusetts meeting a new set of people who’s lives he continued to
touch.

At the age of 20, Jamel unfortunately would be dealt an unexpected blow by
getting a staph infection that would paralyze him from the waist down. Living
with the staph infection and learning to live in a wheelchair only knocked him



down for a second. His love for music and the encouragement from his family
and friends to pursue it introduced us to the creative genius that he was.
Jamel released is first mixed tape under the artist name 1stclassmel in 2011. It
was a soundtrack to his struggle that past year and a vow to keep working on
his craft and celebrating life. Mel worked various retail jobs to help support
him while he worked on his music. His latest EP — The Wave List was
released in 2019 and is his final gift of his voice to us.

Jamel is survived by his big sister Davida Lara and his brother-in-law Mark
Lara that raised him. His sisters Kenyetta (Asiah) Lassiter (CT), Shavon
Damon (PA), Takia Hall (GA), and Chapell Sawyer (PA), his brothers Quantrel
Leggette (NY), Shamar Leggette (NY) and little brothers Darnell and Noel. He
and Mark Brandon Lara grew up as brothers and their bond and collective
creativeness with his music was amazing. He is also survived by his loving
grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, nephews and beloved friends.
Jamel was loved by many and will be missed. He was a singer, rapper, and
song writer. He also convinced us that he was the “sexiest man in a
wheelchair”.

We will miss him always.

Family will receive relatives and friends on Saturday, March 7th from 1pm to
2pm with a memorial service at 2pm, at Bosak Funeral Home, 453 Shippan
Avenue, Stamford, CT.

The family has entrusted the funeral arrangements to Bosak Funeral Home,
453 Shippan Avenue, in Stamford, CT. If you would like to leave a condolence
message for the family you may visit the guestbook on
bosakfuneralnome.com or on Facebook at facebook.com/bosakfuneralhome.
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MAR 7. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (ET)

Bosak Funeral Home
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Stamford, CT 06902
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Service

MAR 7. 2:00 PM (ET)

Bosak Funeral Home

453 Shippan Avenue

Stamford, CT 06902

(203) 325-9300
https://www.bosakfuneralhome.com/
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Tribute Wall

OkTomorrow we will gather to celebrate your life and remind each
other how much of an inspiration you were and will continue to be to
so many! Thank you for blessing us with your presence and
showing your strength. Thank you for showing us that no matter
how tough things got, we should tap into our super power. Yours
was in your music and we'll be graced with your talent forever.
Smile with the tears Family and friends because his soul has made
a giant leap and he is finally at peace.
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Dee - March 06, 2020 at 08:45 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Lisa - March 06, 2020 at 08:17 PM



No matter what he was always dancing!!!
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Troy Smith - March 04, 2020 at 10:24 AM
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Jennifer Constance - March 04, 2020 at 02:05 PM

Were do | start | met jamel with a j he used to tell me passing notes
in cloonan middle school getting caught by the teacher we have so
many memories my condolences to his family jamel was a very
outgoing and talented person. Who always had a smile on his face
no matter what rest In peace my friend

Jazmine taylor - March 03, 2020 at 06:46 PM

Jamel was a nice person. | had the pleasure of meeting Jamel and
becoming a friend in cloonan middle school , he always had a great
big smile on his face . My condolences to his family Jamel will be
greatly missed .

Dominique Newton - March 03, 2020 at 05:33 PM
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Davida Lara - March 03, 2020 at 04:25 PM



